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— B Message of Gov. Robinson
= B TO THE, FREE-STATE LEGISLATURE.
e Ip Feurow Crmizexs o e SENATE AND
, w8 House or REPRESENTATIVES :
o B lias Weo are again convened at the ex-
~F'WBiration of the recess taken by you
, == B January last.  You met under cir-
[ pumstances scarcely less difficult, and
===1 Mo less embarrassing than have char-
 — ctarized the previous meetings of this

¥ Legislature.  But your duties under
$the Constitution are plain, and the
| 'musir.y for action imperative. As
— ,Ihc_ representatives of the people, you
re here to do the work for which they

Uselected yon, The bitter experience

.—-

e j 10 the past has brought nothing with
~==8 it that could relieve you of your re-
) = Wdgponsibility, Lvery step in that ex-
w0 perience has shown the necessity for
= on to do your work; and that you,
) c— ith calmness, wisdom and determin-
) = [ Ation prepare those bulwarks on which
e fl he People may rest their Constitu-
)~ R fional rights as American citizens,
e ] 4 -~ p
T | nd keep the Btate Government in
=B adiness for admission into the Un-
) — n.
o B | As it becomes my duty to recom-
= B Neud such measures as 1 may deem
) a— ' (i8tlient for your action, and to com-
= I unicato to you the condition of af-
= 8% %irs in the Btate T <hall endeavor
) r “ iefly to do so, _
— @ Since I sent my message to yon,
=B Bhher you first convened in March,
) = MIRG6, many important and startling
| — Q@ fivents have marked and disturbed
=W e curient of affuirs, The horrors
) e W ORF gotunl warlure have existed in onr
) = M inidst, Towns and cities have been
— & acked and burned, and our citizens
) === Ui avd been brutally murdered on the
) = Qifhighways and in their houses. A
= Bhostile enemy, on our eastern horder,
) === Ihas poured 1 predatory band after
 wee B band, and army after army, with the
— B " design of harrassing our citizens and
) == B ‘completing the subjugation they had
N ny Y
b v W dbogun.  "The Gleneral Government,
— R AWwhich still assumes the power of pro-
) == W Roction over us, has basely used that
- w— .y = -
y === W fower as a scroen under which it has
— I'rendered aid and comfort to our ene-
) === B mies, and strengthened the hands of
) weee B Yhose foreign invaders who still pre-

— F tend to hold the political power of

) == [ hhe peoplo that they usurped. Nor
p weee S ilhavo your labors and your persous
s een oxempt, Lawless arresta have
) S n made of your number, and also
| — f Executive officers, by men who,
— ["ialthough they possess some power and
) — A

many instances held the positions

n connection with the Federal Counts,

"hoted with irregularity, and m defi-

lanco even of the rules which they pro-
d to respect.

1, A large and necessary portion of

he Iabors of your codifying Commit-

was. destroyed, with much other

oporty at Lawrence, in May, 1856,

hon that place was pillaged, and par-

= BTy burned, by a mob bronght there
— ¥ o United Stated marshal,
» — @ When your bodies met pursuant to
) == B Adjournment, in July lnst, your as-
o B embly was interfored with, and bro-
Pl up by o large force of United
» == B Wtates troops in battle array, who
= B dove you hence, in gross violation
» — BB those Constitutional rights whicn
p == Blltiwas their duty to hava protocted.
e I lien you again convened, in Junua:
" e WYY Inst, at yonr regular session, your
) = Ebroceedings were ngain intorfered
~ B by & Deputy Marshal, and many
e BEWT your members arrested.
b= 1do éxo:'i r?p:ﬁaﬁo oui‘cr into a
— in olail 0 the unhappy oc-
— 'm. which have oenunﬁi du-
Y ing the past year,—occurrences
" bvhich have stamped a pago of infamy

by the history of the country. Lot
ho tolor you to the comprehensive

fddress prepared by a Committee of

tho Canvention that assembled in this

llacod on the tenth of Maroh lust, for
osey partioulars, an enumoration of
hich

v l-l" 'I

rhich would absorb too much of your
ime, Buffico it to sy, that owing to
the State CGlovernment

ized, and 'Ilnl

8
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The period for which you were elec-
ted is drawing to a close. No pro-
vision for taking the census has been
made ; and no election law adopted,
Without these, your fnnction in the
Government will expire, and with it
the power to reproduce it. I cannot
think that yon will in any contingen-
¢y incur the reproach of leaving help-
less the people who trusted you, or
compelling them to recur, through
original action, to the primary power
for those needed steps which it is your
duty to supply.

Inmy message sent to yon in M.p*: oh,,
1856, 1 enumerated the outlines of the
Legislation, it would be incumbent on
you to frame and adopt. Let me re-

spectfully refer you to that document
for those details.

"There is one subject of great mo-
ment for onr present and future pros-
perity. The public lnnds in our midst
still belong to the General Govern-
ment,  To secure these lands, or all
of them that can be obtained, is o mat-
ter to which we should devote no or-
dinary attention.

The policy hitherto adopted toward
other new States givesus just grounds
to look to Congress for a grant of all
the public lands in our midst. To
your enterprise and endurance, its
value can be traced, and to you it
rightly belongs. The sale of much
of our most valuable lands forthe be-
half of the Indians give an aditional
claim on the Government for the re-
mainder.

Surely, tho General Government
will not seek to make a speculation
on the hones and sinews of the strug-
gling pioneers who seck to add anoth-
er Scate to the Confederacy. Lot us
respectfully urge upon the assembled
wisdom of Congress our claim for
donations of these lande, anil let us
press these claims before the Govern-
ment has passed titles to all the val-
uable portions into t.e hands of spec-
ulators.

No donation should by its terms
confliot witl the claims of a squatter
on the soil.

The inanimate frame work of a
territorial Government still exists in
Kansas, Wkhile the popular branch
of Congress has accepted our appli-
cation foradmission into the Union,
the Senate has still withheld its ap-
proval.

In this isolated condition, our
rights as American citizens under the
Constitution, and our inherent rights
a8 men remain to us, The Torritorial
Governor, recently sent amongst us
by the Federal Government, in his
inaugural has traly said :

“It is the people of Kansas whoin
forming their State Constitution are
to propose the terms on which they
will enterthe Union. Congress ecan-
not compel the people of a Territory
toenter the Union asa State, or change
without their consent the constitution
framed by the people. Congress
may, it is troe, for constifutional rea-
sons refuse admission, but the State
alone, in forming her Constitutions
can presoribe the terms on which she
will enter the Union. This power of
the pedple of the Lerritory in form-
ing, a Brate Constitution is one of vi-
tal importance, especially in a State
carved out of the public domain.—
Nearly all the lam}s of Kanzas are
public lands, and most of them are
oceupied by Indian tribes. These
lands are the property of the Fedaral
Grovernment, but their right is exelu-
sively that of a proprietor, carrying
with it no political power,"”

The doctrine here enunciated is on-
ly what has been re-established by
precedent, and reiterated time and
again, In it we have a right to form
a State Constitution, and ol necossity
the complete Btate organization, for
which its specitic terms must pro-
vide. As Congross has neither the
right to frame a Swte Constitution
for wy, nor to “‘change’ the same, it
must be apparent to all that they have
no more power to destroy when crea-
ted, Gov. Walker goes even furth-
er thon this, and further than we
have ever yet proposed going, for he
says that “‘the Btate alone in forming
her constitution can prescribe the
terms on which she will entor the
Union,” clearly implying that she
may enter the Union or not. Under
thess cirowmstancoes it is olearly ap-
porent that the Pederal Government
hing only sent Grov, Walker ay a Ter-
ritorinl officer to Kansas beoause we
have hitherto failed, or have beon un-
able to completo the organization we
have begun. In the abaence of
fall and vita] powers of Government
adopted by the peoplo, this is more«

liod protection,

such protection, and as thero isno
Territorial law here recognized by the
people as such, the Executive fune-
tion is & moeckery. Your first con-
sideration is the necessities of the
people, but beyond that, it is your
duty to act with promptness so as to
relieve these Federal appointees of a
merely nominal duty, that must be
embarrassing and  disrespectful to
them, while the unsettled stata of af
fairs conveys an impressive reproa th
to those Republican institutions, on

LOQREERL o i 1K i il g
“In the inauguralto which I have
referred, there is a recommendation
that our peopla forsake the Govern~
ment they have adopted, and under
the management of usurping pretend-
ed officials do over again what has
been done. We do not think that
any serions or generally entertained
desire exists among our people to do
80; and while opinions trom such a
source may be entitled to respect, it
is, at least, unfortunate that a course
of actionin relation to n Constitution
should be pointed out in the official
address of a Federal appoiutee, who
in that very address nrges the right
of the people, and their vight alone, to
take gteps for a StdtaClovernment.—
It is clemly evidént from the address
itzelf, that Giov. Walker has not been
sufficientlysonvegsant with aflairs in
Kanzas, to warrant the expression of
opinion on so grave a malter. In
that document he assures us wo shall
have everything over which his ex-
ecutive (unction %as no control, and
refraing from expressing any opinion
on the only point, from which we
could entertain hopes of his action.
Youure doubtless aware that the not-
ing Territorial Governor, Stanton,
issued o proclamation containing an
appoiatment of representatives for a
Delogate Convention, That appor-
tionment leaves nearly one-hall of
Kanzas without any representation,
and as no census has leen taken
there by any one, they will of course
have no privilege of even voting.
Had there been no State Constitu-
tion in Kanzas: Lad a fraudulent,
pretended Territorial Lagislature
never oviginated the steps to which
this inaugural refers ; had that action
come simply from the people, s it
legitimately should, there would still
have been the strongest ressons why
all good men should refrain from par-
ticipating in an act s0 grossly faud-
ulent ard despotic as this pretended
census, and partial apportionment nn-
der it. In any event such proceed-
ings will inevitably fall to the ground
as lacking in that great essential, the
popular will, which alone could give
vitulity. !
Although that strange apportion-
ment which deliberately contemplates
disfranchising one-half of the people,
wus issued n week previous to the In-
angural of Gov. Walker, there was
not the slightest allusion to it in that
doenment.  Aud yet, the evidence of
the fact was of easy access to him,
and he was not ignorant of it,—
What does he mean when he says,
““T'he law has performed itsentire ap-
propriate function when it extends to
the people the right of sullrage?”’
Has it done 80 ? or is Gov, Walker
ignorant of the fact that it has not ?
He adds, *Throughout our whole
Union, howaever, aud wherever froe
government prevails, those who ab-
stain from the exorcise of the right
of sullrage authorize those who do
vote to act for them in that contin-
genoy, and the absentees are as much
bound under the law and the con-
stitution, where there is no fraud and
violence, by the act of the majority
of those who do vote, as though all
had participated in tho election.”
Itwould ba needlesd to tell you
that such a position, howoever good,
is quite inapplicable to tho so called
censid law and all the proceedings
Pudnr it., It originates in a usurping
rad, and every step in the process
has beon a fraud, It is nota pro-
posed eloction Lo ascertain the wish-
o8 o peaple. but a foregone con-
olus¥om, overy part of which is care-
fully framod to accomplish a certain
result.  But, if its applicability con-
not bo found in these proccedings, let
me .nggut,,m&‘n it oan be applied.
In the poceedings undor which the
State Constitution was framed and
ratified a2 the wotual votors had the
privilage of pnrtiaiputin?. Mon of
all parties @id do so, andiif any por-
tion deelined it was simply becanso

tho [thoy foared to hazard the policy they

wore trying to thrust on Kansus to
a popular vote, | |
How are we to reconcile the t
positions of this Foderal Tnnug
irad, that ‘m 168t

the fact, that b:}
‘havo nover yob !

ly an endesvor to.carry out the im-
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Territorinl Legislature is the power
wrdained for this purpose by the United
States, aud in opposing it, yon oppose
thecauthority of the Federal Govern-
went?”’

Well knowing the complaint, that
the * Liagislature” reforred to did not
derive its power from the people of
Kanzas, he makes up for its lack of
popular legitimagy thus: ““'I'hat Leg-
1slature was called into bging by the
Coi:gress of 1854, and is recognized
in the very latest Congyessional Leg-
Iuis recognized by the pre-
iehd Chief Magistraie of the Union.' 4

There is not much of ** popular
sovereignty' and “‘self~government"
here, 'Lhis nsurpation is repudiaied
by the people ; but, it is “‘recoguized’
by “Congress” and the ** President !
Its pretended enactment asg a dead
letter, All the oflicial proclamations
and bulleting of President and Ter-
ritorial Govitnors cannot make them
law ; fof huthiug is law, or can have
the authority thereof, save the legiti-
mately axpressed will of the people.

BotiAl the Vederal authorities can-
not make these usnrpations laws,
they seemn bent on ‘preventing the peo-
ple from huving any law, except they
will stoop to accept of this. Never
lot it be said that the people of Kan-
zus were 8o recreant Lo the principles
of~sell-government as to accept the
laws thrust on them by a body of in-
vaders, Such a fatal precedent would
sow the seeds that would spring up
to the nltimate ruin of our govem-
ment, An insignificant minority in
[Kanzas may co-operate with the in-
vaders outside, to perpetuate their
usnrpation ; but, as Governor Walk-
er says, “the” winority, in resisting
the will of the majority, may involve
IKnnuzas again in civil war. They
may bring upon her reproach and ob-
loquy, and destroy hee progress and
prosperity. They may keep her for
years out. of the Union, and in the
whirlwind of agitation sweep away
government itself. Dut Kanzas can
never be brought into the Union,
with or without slavery, except by a
previovs decision, fully, freely and
tairly made by a majority of the peo-
ple, in voting lor or againse her Btate
Constitution.”

This hus already been done in the
adoption of our BState Constitution ;
Nas been dond in accordanco with the
very principles and requirements ol
this Ioangural itself.  And we may
well ask, in the language of Gov.
Walker: *“Why then should” this
just, peaceful and Constitutional
mode of settlement meet with much
opposition from uny quarter ?"

1 cannot dismiss tuis Luaugural of
the Territerial Governor sent among
us by the Fedoral authorities, with-
without notiving one or two oth-
et points, e suys there iy a clanse
in the Constitution forever ex-
cluding the ;ﬂriuuu race, bond or
free from KanZis. There is no such
cluuge in the Constitution, and it is
to be regretted that Governor Walk-
er,who talks so much about the *will
of the people,” should not havegiv-
en a Constitution of emanating from
them, & more careful investigation.
At the time the Constitution wad
submitted to the pebple, & resola-
tion from the people to the first Leg-
islature was also submitted. This
was neither “in,”' nor connectod
with the Constitution, and has just
as much force as the first Legislaturo
may choose to attach to it. It orig-
inated in an anxious degiro to show
favor to the peuliar institutions of
‘““ her sister States,~espocially her
immediate  neighbor, the State
of Missonri.,” And how has this
compromise spirit been met? By
invasion, or usurpation, rapine. fire
and sward, S:uﬁj clausos ns that
which he has sarcastically said were
in onr Constitution, he explicitly de-
nios in another paragraph.

How much more deeply ho mnst
feel for the interects ol Miskonri
than Kanzas, is Apparent when he
rocalls the debt of gratitude thay tho
people of Kanaas owe that Btate
which has stripped our people of
every constitutional right, has in-
volved us in the confusion of eivil
discord, and which is trying by the
aid of the General Government to
place its foot upon our necks to-day.

The first canse of politioal strug:
glo in Kanzas was, whother Kansan
should be u froe or aslave State. Af-
tor the invasion of 1860, a still
foarlul fssne arose,—whaeth 3
ple of Kauzas should haye
govern themselves. It i

wri hie o

of our govol
up in the

fore us of glory or of shame.” The
rights of a free people we' love; the
Union we regard ; the integrity of
the government we will maintain.
The devotion of the people of Kan-
zas to the Union is eyinced by the
stern reality of their sulferings and
their endurance. Inwisdom and de-
votion the people of Kanzas will
struggle to preserve the Union should
they ever be permitted to enjoy the
bond of Sisterhood. They will do
30 by endeavoring to make the Union
javorth, preserving, without which it
will inevitably crumble in pieces.
We may, with sacrilegions hand,
drag from the tomb of Washington
or Jellerson some perishable relie of
the mortality of those who, while
living, were devoted to Liberty, and
reverenced the elaims of God and
Humanity, and, under cover of the
awe-striking symbol, incite the reluc-
tant represontatives of the peopls to
acts  disfranchising Amevican citi-
zens, and robbing Republicanism of
all that is good in it ; we may shout,
“the Union ! the Union !"" over acts
of the most reckless despotism, and
hurry our goverument into oligarchy
and anarchy under this delusion ; but
the delusion will not save us from the
penalty of our folly and our cvime !

Let us then preserve the Union by
maintaining the integrity of Kepub-
licanism,

Itis a universal maxim, that usurp-
ers never voluntarily relinquish their
power. Under whatever guise it may
come, the action of those who now
pretend to hold Territorinl power will
be for the continuation of that pow-
er. Ior Governor Walker to urge
us into the flimsy trap into which
they hope to ensnare our people, is
wrong ; and to talk to us in that con-
nexton of **fairness™ awd *“justice,”
is to add insult to the wrong,

W Lile the great principle for which
wo lave to contond is, to maintuin
our right to self-government, the
secondary consideration of presory-
ing Kanzas a free State is not to Le
lost sight of. It is of fmportance
that the principle of freedom should
prevail, not only because the people
have willed it, but because it is good
policy, and above all, hecause it is
Right. Where would be our pros-
perity, if slavery was entailed upon
us?  Where woulil the towns and the
cities, tho railroads and the commerce
be, with such a plague-spot on our
energies ?—"The owls would hoot
through the cities now laid out in
Kanzas ; the railroads be confined to
the oharters of usurped legislation.
T'he industrious settler would shrink
[rom the contamination of slave labor
that wonld degrade his manhood, inl
his honest toil. Nor can we trace
all the reasons by which' the uner-
ring finger of a just Providence
guides the policy of every systematio
wrong to o sure decay, and entails
the cause, that theroe should be no pros-
perity in the land that i stained by
the tears, and wot red by the unpaid
gwoat of any portion of the children
of men.

There is, indeed, an **isothermal
line,” and o *law of the thermone-
tor,” which may make slave labor
comparatively profitable or unprefite-
ble; but there is, unhappily, no *
law of the thermometer'" to prevent
infutuated slavery propandists from
attemipting to establish the institu-
tion, whare wise policy says it should
nevor bo. It will, therefore, be an im-
portant duty in us to guard carefully
against all the steps in snch an insid-
fous design ; tho more so, that ' po-
licy" and *“an isothermal law' are
united with the claims of Republi-
canism and justice,

Under these circumstances we can
contemplate the duties before us, and
with judicions calmnoss undertake
them, Wo stroggle for our birth-
right, and we must not sell it for a
“moss ol pottage.” ''ho eyes of the
country ure upon us, for our cause iy
the common canse of all who love
Republicanism. In our defoat, tho
principle on which the Government
rosts will sustain w shock ; in our
viotory it will take root anl be per-
petuated. To you is oconfided no
vommon share of the task ; to youn
will Lo mepted ont no common share
of the glory of victory or the mise
fortuno of doleat. Do true, anl we
will teinmph.  Our task is diffienlt ;
let us moot ita rosponsibilities in full

anco on the wisdom of Him who

ho Glod of Justice. A futuro of |

Deputy Marshal Fain's Reception at
Lawrence.

At o meeting held in Lawrence, on
the 1st day of June, 1857, ou the oc-
casion of a visit of *‘Deputy Mar-
shal,” “Deputy Sheriff," “Assessor'
Fain to assess the property of the
citizens of Lawrence, Mr. James
Blood was clected President, and 8.
F. Tappan and Wm. A. Phillips,
Beeretaries.

On motion of Judge Conway, a
Committee of five persons was ap-
pointed to draft resolutions, -Ibavan
composed of Mossrs. W m. Hutchine
son, Charles Ingersoll, K. B, Whit-
man, Charlos Brearns and 8, W. Eld-
ridge.

Mr. 8 N. Wood was callel on,
and briefly said, that he was more
willing to define his own position
than to advise others. He would not
pay taxes, The Territorial Legisla-
ture, even when legitimately con-
vened, had no right to*assess or col-
lect taxes, No tax coald bo colloeted
on real estate.

My, G, W. Hutchinson, called on;
recommends unity of action, Thinks
when the people of Lawrence con-
clude to pay taxes, he will leave thin
town. .

Mr. W, Phillips was called on;
and stated that this was merely n foel-
ar put out by the enemy, to test tho
fidelityof the people to their prinei-
ples, and the devotion of Gov, Wallk-
er to bogus law. 'They should give
itan unnistakable angwer,

Judge Conway was ealled on, and
made an eloquent appeal, recalling
the instances of John Hampden and
the patriots of 'T0, who repudiated
taxation without representation.

1. Dwight Thatcher, E:q, was
called ou', and responded in & speech
which was very wull received. Ho
stitad that he was too much of & new
comet to wish to be an alviser, anu
would rather Le a listence; but ho
had fixed hig Jotin Kanzas, and he
recogmized & principle at stake, on
which he coulit speak when called on,

He said it was the same guostion
that so many Clovernors had come to
Kanzas to settle, aud had failed in
settling—the enlorcement of the bo-
gus usurpation, He would never
submit to it, and he belioved'the pros
plo would nevar submit to it, i

Mrs W, Hutehinson, chalrman of
Commitiee, made the following re- =
port:

Wusneas, We understand that a
person claiming te be Deputy Bherilf
and Assessor of 'Paxes, under the aus
thority of the Bogus Legislature, s’
now in our midst, and whereas wo
atterly repudiate the authority of all*
persons elaiming to be ofticers of thai
Logislature ; und whereas the monios*%

0 Iraudulently collocted from oux
people have been, and may again be
appropriated in part, to defray thn
expenses incnrred in burning hotels -
and private dwoellings, destroying
Printing Pressos, sacking towns stid
plondering the property and outras
ging the dearest rights of onr citizens;
—T'heralore,

Reolved, That in the opinion of
this mecting no good citizen will in
any manney furnish “aid aud comfort’
to the Assessor or Collector of Paxes,
or render to hiw o list of the valua- |
tion of his property. . |

Resolved, "That, -recognizing tho |
prineiple established by the blood of ¢
our fathors, that * representation and
taxation are inseparable,” we will
never violate that principlo by ‘the
voluntary paymens of any taxeslevs
fed by the present Territorial Legls-
lature. Ol 7

Resolved, That o Committeaof five -+
be appointed to present. thow resolus .? '
tions to all our citizena for their aig- . =
natures, Hdod

Resolved, That » Committe ;{mj
perkons bo appointed to preseat &

copy of these re ~lutions toany pets.
gon who may visit this com e
in the shape of an Assessor op Cols |

L

lector of ‘stm. and thata copy bo
sent to His Excellency Govewsor
Walker, o)

On motion, thofollowing Comniit~
teo was appointed to earry out the
Toupth vesolution iMosars. R Mor+
rox, G. W, Dietalar, CharlosStearn+,
Johin Cook, and G. W, Huto _imé

Thefollowing gentlemen s
od to carry out the thind resolution s
an! Dlﬂllhfj'-"’ r
Cook, snd
-0
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